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The Necessity and History of the Doctrines of Predestination and Salvation 
 
Introduction 

• My prayer for us includes the following, 
 that we worship the Lord for who He truly is 
 that we grow in the true knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 
 that we are edified in the faith and strive to please God with our whole life 
 that we have a better understanding of the Gospel and proclaim it more faithfully 
 

• Our approach to this study should imitate Acts 17:10-11, “And the brethren immediately 
sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea; and when they arrived, they went into the 
synagogue of the Jews.  Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, 
for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see 
whether these things were so.” 
 

• The key question is:  Does our salvation depend on God’s will or man’s will (Romans 
3:26-28; 9:16, 18; 11:5-6)?  In other words, is the cause/basis of our salvation God’s 
gracious and sovereign election of some people who then exercise faith, or is the 
cause/basis God’s foreseen merit/work in man’s freewill that exercises faith?  If salvation 
is dependent on God’s will, then it is 100% God’s grace that changes the human will to 
produce faith in Christ.  If salvation is dependent on man’s will that exercises faith, then 
it is works righteousness or salvation by works. 

 
      The same question can be asked in more ways: What or who caused me to be saved from 

my sins?  Why do I believe in Christ when other people do not?  What or who caused me 
to love Jesus Christ and give me a desire to live for Him?  Did God change my heart first 
so that I believed in Christ or did I exercise faith first that caused my heart to change?  
Does regeneration precede faith or does faith precede regeneration?  Are repentance and 
faith in Christ gifts of God that He gives to some people, or are repentance and faith in 
Christ natural and spiritual abilities that every person possesses?  Why did Jesus die on 
the cross and for whom?  What did Jesus accomplish on the cross and for whom?  

 
 
Biblical Evidence for the Necessity of the Doctrines of Predestination and 
Salvation 

• Since the doctrines are found in the Bible, they should receive our careful attention even 
if at times they are hard to understand and hard to accept (Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 2:15; 
3:14-17; 2 Peter 3:1-2, 14-18; John 6:52-65). 

• They are clearly revealed in numerous Scriptural references (Romans 9).  We will see 
this in upcoming studies. 

• They relate to the person and nature of God (Romans 1:18-20; 3:1-8, 19-20; 9:6-24; 
11:33-36). 

• They relate to the person and nature of man (Romans 1:18-3:18; 8:5-8). 
• They best harmonize all of the Scriptural evidence for God’s sovereignty and man’s 

responsibility (Romans 9). 
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• They accurately explain the Gospel of salvation.  They teach that salvation is by grace 
through faith in Christ’s person and work, by means of the Word of God and because of 
the regeneration of the Holy Spirit (John 1:1-18; 2:23-3:21; 6:1-71; Romans 10:17). 

• They produce fidelity to the Biblical definition of the Gospel and in its proclamation (1 
Corinthians 15:1-4; Romans 10:9-10; 14:9; 9:30-33; 10:1-4; John 6). 

• They give the glory to our Lord alone (Romans 1:21-23; 3:1-20, 27-28; 11:33-36). 
• They demand humility in everyone, and produce it in the believer (Romans 1:18-32; 3:9-

20, 27-28; 11:33-36; 12:3, 16; 15:1-3). 
• They cause believers to live a God-centered life (Romans 6:1-23; 12-16 [esp. 12:1-2]). 
• They lead to praise and thankfulness in the believer (Romans 1:21; 4:20; 7:24-25; 15:7-

13). 
• They insist on holiness in the life of the believer (Romans 6:1-23; 12-16). 
• They grant assurance of salvation based on the work of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:26-39). 
 
Biblical Evidence for One Gospel for All Time 
• There is only one true God (Exodus 8:10; 9:14; 15:11; 12:12; Numbers 33:4; 

Deuteronomy 4:35, 39; 6:4-5; 33:26; Psalm 86:8; Isaiah 43:10-11; 44:6-8; 45:22; 46:9-
10; 48:12; Jeremiah 10:6-7; Zechariah 14:9; Mark 12:28-34; John 5:44; 17:3; Acts 14:15; 
17:24-27; 19:26; Romans 9:5; 14:11; 16:27; 1 Corinthians 8:5-6; 12:2; Galatians 4:8; 1 
John 5:20; Revelation 1:8; 21:6; 22:13). 

• There is only one true Christ (Matthew 16:13-16; 24:24; 2 Corinthians 11:2-4, 13-15; 2 
Thessalonians 2:8-12). 

• There is only one way of salvation, in the Gospel of Christ, from the time of Adam until 
the end of the world (Isaiah 45:22-23 with Philippians 2:5-11; Isaiah 52:13-53:12; 
John 8:19, 24, 42; 12:44-50; 14:6, 24; 15:23; Acts 4:12; Romans 1:1-4, 16-17; 10:9-13; 
1 Timothy 2:5; 1 John 2:22-23). 

• There is only one true Gospel from the time of Adam until the end of the world 
(Galatians 1:6-10; 3:6-9; Romans 1:16-17; 16:17-18; 2 Corinthians 11:1-4; Revelation 
14:6). 

• To believe in the Gospel is to believe in Christ’s death and resurrection for the 
forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:46-47; John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; 1 Thessalonians 
4:14; Romans 1:1-4; 10:9-13; 14:9; Acts 19:4; Galatians 3:1-14; 2 Timothy 2:8; 
Revelation 1:17-18; 2:8). 

• Christ and His Apostles repeatedly assert that the Prophets of the Old Testament contain 
this Gospel (Luke 22:37 [from Isaiah 53:12]; 24:25-27, 44, 46-47; John 5:39-47; Acts 
2:22-36 [from Psalm 16:8-11; Psalm 110:1]; Acts 3:13-26 [from Deuteronomy 18:15, 19; 
Genesis 22:18]; Acts 4:23-31 [esp. 25-26; from Psalm 2:1-2]; Acts 7:1-60 [esp. 51-53]; 
Acts 8:26-40 [esp. 30-35; from Isaiah 53:7-8]; Acts 10:34-43 [esp. 43]; Acts 13:13-41 
[esp. 33 from Psalm 2:7; esp. 34 from Isaiah 55:3; esp. 35 from Psalm 16:10]; Acts 17:2-
3; Acts 18:24-28; Acts 24:14-15; Acts 26:6-8, 22-23; Acts 28:23-28 [esp. 23 and 28; 
from Isaiah 6:9-10]; Galatians 3:1-14 [esp. 8]; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 1 Peter 1:10-12). 

• Even before the resurrection of Christ, Christ and many others expected Christ to fulfill 
the prophecies of the Old Testament (Luke 1:67-79 [esp. 67-68, 70, 76-77]; 2:8-11, 25-
32, 36-38; 3:15; John 1:40-41, 44-45; 2:18-22; 4:25-26; 7:41-42 [also Matthew 2:1-6 
from Micah 5:2]; 10:22-33; 11:25-27; 12:32-34; 19:24 [from Psalm 22:18]; 19:28 [from 
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Psalm 69:21; 19:36 [from Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalm 34:20]; 19:37 [from 
Zechariah 12:10]; 20:30-31). 

• Also before the resurrection of Christ, the Gospel itself was proclaimed (Mark 1:14-15; 
Matthew 16:21-23; 17:22-23; 20:17-19; Luke 3:18; 4:18; 7:22; 9:6; 20:1; John 1:29; 
Acts 19:4). 

• The Old Testament actually calls the Messiah/Christ/Anointed One, “Messiah” (1 Samuel 
2:10, 35; Psalm 2:1-12 [esp. 2, 12]; Daniel 9:24-27 [esp. 25-26]).  Messiah is neither a 
term coined in the intertestamental period, nor in the New Testament, nor in the New 
Testament after the resurrection of Christ. 

• The Old Testament further calls the Messiah, “Shoot, Stem, Root, and Branch” (Psalm 
132:17; Isaiah 11:1-10 [esp. 1, 10]; 52:13 - 53:12 [esp. 53:2]; Jeremiah 23:5-6; 33:15; 
Zechariah 3:8; 6:12-13).  It is impossible for Isaiah and Jeremiah to be referring to anyone 
else. 

• There are examples in the Old Testament of individuals who encountered Christ, which 
examples are confirmed by the New Testament (Abraham: Genesis 18-19; 22:1-18 with 
John 8:48-59; Moses: Exodus 3:1-15; 13:17-22; 14:19; Deuteronomy 33:12-17 [esp. 16]; 
Matthew 22:23-33; Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-40; Acts 7:30-35; 1 Corinthians 10:4, 9; 
Jude 5; Hebrews 11:24-28 [esp. 26]; Isaiah: Isaiah 6:1-13; 53:1 with John 12:37-43. 

• Whoever is saved, from the time of Adam to the end of the world, is saved by grace 
through faith in Christ because of the Holy Spirit and by means of the Word of Christ.  
What is unclear in the Word of Christ to one person becomes clear to another person 
because of the Holy Spirit (Genesis 3:15; 15:6; 22:18 with Galatians 3:16; Deuteronomy 
29:4; 30:6; Habakkuk 2:4; Isaiah 45:22; 52:13-53:12; 59:21; 64:6-7; Psalm 14:1-3; 32:1; 
96-100; Luke 24:25-27, 44-49; John 3:1-21; Luke 11:13; Deuteronomy 29:4; 30:6; Isaiah 
59:21; Ezekiel 11:19-20; 36:26-27; Zechariah 4:6; Matthew 13:10-17; John 6:63; 
Romans 2:29; 4:1-25; 10:8-21[esp. 12-15, 17]; 11:1-6; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 12:3; 2 
Corinthians 4:5; Galatians 3:1-14; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; James 1:18, 
21; 1 Peter 1:10-12, 22-25; 2:1-3).   

• God causes all things to work toward His glory (Psalm 115:1; Isaiah 66:1-2; Jeremiah 
9:23-24; John 9:3; 10:38; 11:4, 40; Romans 3:1-8; 5:1-5; 11:33-36; 1 Corinthians 3:18-
23; 10:31; 2 Corinthians 4:15; Philippians 2:5-11; 3:1-16; 2 Peter 3:14-18) 

 
 
The History of the Doctrines of Predestination and Salvation 
 

Part One: The Pelagian and Augustinian Controversy 
A. Pelagius (born around A.D. 354-‐died after 418) taught:  

1) "Adam was created liable to death, and would have died, whether he had sinned or 
not. 

2) The sin of Adam hurt himself only, and not the human race. 
3) Infants at their birth are in the same state as Adam before the fall. 
4) Neither by the death nor the fall of Adam does the whole race of man die, nor by 

the resurrection of Christ rise again. 
5) The Law introduces men into the kingdom of heaven, just in the same way as the 

Gospel does. 
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6) Even before the coming of Christ there were some men sinless, i.e. men as a matter 
of fact without sin. 

7) Infants, even though not baptized, have eternal life."1 
8) All men have the ability to choose God for salvation and holiness in their natural 

state.  They do not need the grace of God. 
9) Christ did not die on the cross to pay for our sins and for our salvation. 
10) Man simply needs to be taught to follow Christ's moral example to save himself. 
11) Dependence on God's grace undermines human responsibility. 
12) God's grace is resistible. 
13) Fallen man is not totally depraved. 
14) Predestination is based on foreseen merit. 

 
B. Augustine (A.D. 354-‐430) taught: 

a) Original sin 
b) Death came because of Adam’s first sin 
c) All infants are born sinful 
d) All men do not have the ability to choose God 
e) Christ had to die on the cross for our salvation 
f) Man needs the Holy Spirit to cause his salvation 

 
C. Semi-Pelgianism (originated from John Cassian, around A.D. 360-‐435)  

a) Man is injured or sick 
b) Man’s will is weakened by Adam’s first sin 
c) Christ had to die on the cross for our salvation (like Augustine) 
d) Man first chooses God for salvation, then God helps to save and sanctify him 

 
 

Part Two: The Arminians and Calvinists/Reformed Controversy 
A. Jacobus (James) Arminius (A.D. 1560-‐1609) taught: 

(Retrieved on 7 December 2009 from 
http://www.theopedia.com/Five_Articles_of_Remonstrance). 

  
“The Five Articles of Remonstrance refers to the document drawn up in 1610 
by the followers of Jacobus Arminius (1560-1609).  A ‘remonstrance’ is 
literally ‘an expression of opposition or protest,’ which in this case was a 
protest against the Calvinist doctrine of predestination contained in the Belgic 
Confession.  Consequently, those followers of Arminius who drafted this 
protest were given the name ‘Remonstrants.’  This document was condemned 
as heresy by the Reformed churches at the Synod of Dort, 1618-1619. 
 
 

                                                
1 The words of numbers one to seven are quoted verbatim from Henry Wace and William C. Piercy, 
Editors, Dictionary of Christian Biography and Literature to the End of the Sixth Century A.D., with an 
Account of the Principal Sects and Heresies.  (London, England: John Murray, 1911; Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1999; Grand Rapids, Michigan: Christian Classics Ethereal Library), p. 1722.  Additional 
points are taken from the same work, p. 178, 180, and 181. 
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Article 1 
That God, by an eternal and unchangeable purpose in Jesus Christ his Son, 
before the foundation of the world, hath determined, out of the fallen, sinful 
race of men, to save in Christ, for Christ’s sake, and through Christ, those who, 
through the grace of the Holy Ghost, shall believe on this his son Jesus, and 
shall persevere in this faith and obedience of faith, through this grace, even to 
the end; and, on the other hand, to leave the incorrigible and unbelieving in sin 
and under wrath, and to condemn them as alienate from Christ, according to the 
word of the Gospel in John 3:36: “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him,” and according to other passages of Scripture also. 
 
Article 2 
That agreeably thereunto, Jesus Christ the Savior of the world, died for all men 
and for every man, so that he has obtained for them all, by his death on the 
cross, redemption and the forgiveness of sins; yet that no one actually enjoys 
this forgiveness of sins except the believer, according to the word of the Gospel 
of John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
And in the First Epistle of 1 John 2:2: “And he is the propitiation for our sins: 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 
  
Article 3 
That man has not saving grace of himself, nor of the energy of his free will, 
inasmuch as he, in the state of apostasy and sin, can of and by himself neither 
think, will, nor do any thing that is truly good (such as saving faith eminently 
is); but that it is needful that he be born again of God in Christ, through his 
Holy Spirit, and renewed in understanding, inclination, or will, and all his 
powers, in order that he may rightly understand, think, will, and effect what is 
truly good, according to the Word of Christ, John 15:5, “Without me ye can do 
nothing.” 
 
 Article 4 
That this grace of God is the beginning, continuance, and accomplishment of 
all good, even to this extent, that the regenerate man himself, without 
prevenient or assisting, awakening, following and cooperative grace, can nei-
ther think, will, nor do good, nor withstand any temptations to evil; so that all 
good deeds or movements, that can be conceived, must be ascribed to the grace 
of God in Christ. but respects the mode of the operation of this grace, it is not 
irresistible; inasmuch as it is written concerning many, that they have resisted 
the Holy Ghost. Acts 7, and elsewhere in many places. 

 
Article 5 
That those who are incorporated into Christ by true faith, and have thereby 
become partakers of his life-giving Spirit, have thereby full power to strive 
against Satan, sin, the world, and their own flesh, and to win the victory; it 
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being well understood that it is ever through the assisting grace of the Holy 
Ghost; and that Jesus Christ assists them through his Spirit in all temptations, 
extends to them his hand, and if only they are ready for the conflict, and desire 
his help, and are not inactive, keeps them from falling, so that they, by no craft 
or power of Satan, can be misled nor plucked out of Christ’s hands, according 
to the Word of Christ, John 10:28: “Neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand.” But whether they are capable, through negligence, of forsaking 
again the first beginning of their life in Christ, of again returning to this present 
evil world, of turning away from the holy doctrine which was delivered them, 
of losing a good conscience, of becoming devoid of grace, that must be more 
particularly determined out of the Holy Scripture, before we ourselves can 
teach it with the full persuasion of our mind.” 

Quotes from James Arminius 
• “The providence of God is subordinate to creation; and it is, therefore, necessary that it 

should not impinge against creation, which it would do, were it to inhibit or hinder the 
use of free will in man. . .” - The Works of James Arminius, Vol. 2, p. 460. 

• “God decreed to save and damn certain particular persons. This decree has its foundation 
in the foreknowledge of God, by which he knew from all eternity those individuals who 
would, through his preventing [going before] grace, believe, and, through his subsequent 
grace would persevere by which foreknowledge, he likewise knew those who would not 
believe and persevere.” - The Works of James Arminius, Vol 1, p 248, italics in original.  

• “Though we always and on all occasions make this grace to precede, to accompany and 
follow; and without which, we constantly assert, no good action whatever can be 
produced by man.  Nay, we carry this principle so far as not to dare to attribute the power 
here described [free will] even to the nature of Adam himself, without the help of Divine 
Grace both infused and assisting.” - The Works of Arminius, 2:19, Translated by James 
Nichols and William Nichols, (reprinted by Baker Book House: Grand Rapids, 1986). 

 
B. The Calvinists/Reformed 

 
It is clear that John Calvin did not originate the acronym TULIP (also called the 
Doctrines of Grace or the Five Points of Calvinism), but the contents are consistent with 
his teachings of the Bible, God, man, sin, and salvation.  Although the origin of the 
acronym TULIP is unknown, its meaning is below.   
 
Total Depravity and Inability 
Unconditional Election 
Limited Atonement 
Irresistible Grace 
Perseverance of the Saints 

 
Proponents of four or five of the doctrines among Protestants include the following, 
 

John Calvin (Reformed Churches) 
John Knox (Presbyterian Churches) 
The Puritans (founders of the British colonies in America) 



Page 8 of 32 
 

John Owen 
John Gill 
John Bunyan (author of Pilgrim’s Progress) 
Westminster Confession and Catechisms 
Second London Baptist Confession of 1689 
Jonathan Edwards (First Great Awakening) 
George Whitefield (Evangelist) 
William Carey (founder of the modern missionary movement) 
John Newton (composed the song, “Amazing Grace”) 
Charles Spurgeon (known as the prince of preachers) 
Baptist Catechism (compiled by Charles Spurgeon) 
George Muller 
Doctrine of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (since 1858, founded in 1859) 
Doctrine of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary (since 1950, the year of its 
founding) 
Arthur W. Pink 
David Martyn Lloyd Jones 

 
 
The Attributes of God (Love and Holiness with Wrath, Hatred, and 
Judgment) 
 
Introduction 

Common Misconceptions 
1. God loves every person equally. 
2. God loves every person always. 
3. God hates nobody.  He hates sin, but loves the sinner. 
4. A loving God would never send anyone to hell. 
5. Love exists only when one feels it. 
6. Love exists only when one uses his freewill in relationships, even in his relationship with 

God.  In other words, love never acts against another person's will. 
7. God hates in the Old Testament but always loves everybody in the New Testament. 

 
Biblical Evidence for the God of Love (mostly taken from the Old Testament) 

• God created a perfect world in which mankind was to live.  There was no sin, sickness, or 
death (Genesis 1:31). 

• God gave Adam and Eve the permission to eat of all the trees of Eden, except one.  These 
provisions were given even before they asked for them (Genesis 2:15-17). 

• Although Adam and Eve died spiritually by eating from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, the Lord allowed them to live for many years before they died physically 
(Genesis 3 and 5). 

• The world had 120 years to repent before the flood occurred in Noah’s day (Genesis 
5:32; 7:11; 6:1-4; 2 Peter 2:5). 

• Even though the whole earth corrupted themselves at the tower of Babel, God scattered 
the people instead of destroying them (Genesis 11:1-9). 
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• God chose Abraham in order that in him all the families of the earth might be blessed 
(Genesis 12:1-3). 

• God spared the Egyptians and Jacob’s family in the time of Joseph (Genesis 37-50). 
• The Lord prospered Joseph although he was mistreated several times (Genesis 37-50). 
• Israel in Egypt multiplied greatly (Exodus 1:7). 
• God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and sent Moses to deliver 

the people from Egyptian slavery (Exodus 2:23-25). 
• Ten miraculous signs were performed in Egypt to show God’s power, and to show His 

love for His people (Exodus 7-12). 
• The sea was divided to allow Israel to pass through safely (Exodus 14-15). 
• God delivered commandments and a covenant to His people so that they might know how 

to obey Him and be blessed (Exodus 19:4-6). 
• A tabernacle was erected in order that the Lord might dwell with among His people 

(Exodus 25:8). 
• The Lord declared about Himself that He is, “…compassionate and gracious, slow to 

anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for 
thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin…” (Exodus 34:6-7; Numbers 
14:18; Deuteronomy 4:31; Nehemiah 9:17; Psalm 86:5, 15; 103:1-18; 145:8; Joel 2:13; 
Jonah 4:2; Nahum 1:3) 

• Sacrifices were prescribed for the people to know about the forgiveness of sins (Leviticus 
1-9). 

• The people rebelled many times in the wilderness, but God did not destroy them 
completely and instead provided for their needs (Numbers 11-20). 

• In Deuteronomy, Moses recounts the great love that God has for His people and His 
desire for them to obey Him and be blessed (5:29; 7:6-16; 10:12-13, 15, 18). 

• Under Joshua’s leadership, the land of Canaan became a possession (Joshua 21:43-45). 
• God was patient with the Canaanites.  He told Abraham that the full measure of their 

iniquities had not been complete in his day.  It took about 600 years later, in the time of 
Joshua, for the punishment to come on the Canaanites (Genesis 15:12-21; Joshua 1:1-4; 
21:43-45). 

• Although the people sinned often in the period of the judges, the Lord sent them judges to 
deliver them from their enemies (Judges 2:11-23). 

• God demonstrated His love for women such as Hagar, Rahab, Ruth, Hannah, and Esther 
(Genesis 16:7-16; 25:7-18; Joshua 2; 6:25; Matthew 1:5; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25; 
Ruth 1-4; 1 Samuel 1:1-2:21; Esther 1-10). 

• Psalm 23 speaks of the Lord being a shepherd who cares for His sheep. 
• Psalm 100 relates how God is His people’s creator and shepherd, and states, “For the 

LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting, and His faithfulness to all generations.” 
(Psalm 100:5) 

• After explaining reasons for doing so, Psalm 136 has the refrain, “For His lovingkindness 
is everlasting” in all 26 verses. 

• Psalm 139 details God’s love for humans and declares, “How precious also are Your 
thoughts to me, O God!  How vast is the sum of them!” (Psalm 139:17) 

• Psalm 145 is filled with praise for God’s love.  For example, “The LORD is good to all, 
and His mercies are over all His works.” (Psalm 145:9)   
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• Throughout the Old Testament, God would send prophets to warn the people of 
impending judgment.  If they repented, the punishment could be averted (2 Chronicles 
36:15-16; Jeremiah 18:1-10). 

• The Lord, by Moses and the prophets, forewarned the people that their persistent sin 
would lead to destruction and exile.  Israel, the northern kingdom, was exiled in 722 B.C. 
which was about 700 years after Moses first gave the warning (Leviticus 26; 
Deuteronomy 28-30; 2 Kings 17). 

• Judah, the southern kingdom, was exiled in 586 B.C., which was about 800 years after 
Moses first gave the warning (Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28-30; 2 Kings 24-25). 

• The same prophets often spoke of God’s love and concern for the repentant, and His 
patience for all (Isaiah 1:18-20; 9:1-7; 11:1-10; 19:19-25; 25:1-12; 26:1-6; 35:1-10; 40:1-
42:13; 43:1-7; 44:1-8, 21-28; 49:1-56:12; 60:1-62:12; 65:8-66:24; Jeremiah 3:11-25; 
16:14-21; 18:1-10; 23:1-8; 29:10-14; 33:1-26; Lamentations 3:19-66; Ezekiel 3:1-27; 
16:60-63; 18:1-32; 20:1-49; 33:1-20; 34:11-16 [compare with Matthew 9:35-38; Luke 
19:10]; 36:1-37:28; 39:25-48:35; Daniel 1:8-21; 2:19-23, 44-49; 3:1-4:3; 6:1-28; 12:2-3, 
13; Hosea 1:10-11; 2:14-3:5; 11:1-4, 8-11; 14:1-7; Joel 2:18-3:21; Amos 9:11-15; 
Obadiah 15-21; Jonah 1:15-2:9; 3:1-10; 4:1-11; Micah 4:1-5:5; 7:14-20; Nahum 1:3, 7, 
15; Habakkuk 2:4; 3:1-19; Zephaniah 3:8-20; Haggai 1:1-2:23; Zechariah 1:7-6:15; 8:1-
23; 9:9; 10:1-12; 14:1-21; Malachi 1:1-5; 3:16-4:6).   

• God is love (1 John 4:7-8, 16). 
 
Biblical Evidence for Distinctions on God’s Love 

1) God’s love is general. 
a) He gives provisions to all, even to plants and animals so that people generally benefit 

(Job 36:24-37:13; Psalm 104:14-30; Isaiah 11:6-9; Matthew 5:45; Acts 14:15-17; 
Jonah 4:11; Matthew 6:25-34[esp. 26, 28]).  

b) He expects us to show deeds of love to all, even to our enemies (Exodus 23:4-5; 
Leviticus 19:15-18; Matthew 5:43-48; Galatians 6:10). 

2) However, God’s love is particular too. 
a) He chose the nation Israel only (Exodus 19:4-6; Deuteronomy 4:32-40; 7:6-8; 10:15; 

Amos 3:2).  For example, 
“You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself.  Now then, if you will indeed obey My 
voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the 
peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation.' These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.” 
(Exodus 19:4-6).”  “For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD 
your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the 
peoples who are on the face of the earth.  The LORD did not set His love on you 
nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you 
were the fewest of all peoples, but because the LORD loved you and kept the oath 
which He swore to your forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand, 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. (Deuteronomy 7:6-8).”  “Yet on your fathers did the LORD set His 
affection to love them, and He chose their descendants after them, even you above 



Page 11 of 32 
 

all peoples, as it is this day (Deuteronomy 10:15).”  “You only have I chosen 
among all the families of the earth… (Amos 3:2).” 

b) He revealed His word to Israel only.  “Or what great nation is there that has 
statutes and judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before 
you today (Deuteronomy 4:8).”  “He declares His words to Jacob, His statutes and 
His ordinances to Israel.  He has not dealt thus with any nation; and as for His 
ordinances, they have not known them.  Praise the LORD!  (Psalm 147:19-20).”  
“Then what advantage has the Jew?  Or what is the benefit of circumcision?  Great 
in every respect.  First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God 
(Romans 3:1-2).”  “For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from 
Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, who are 
Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons and the glory and the covenants 
and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, whose are the 
fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God 
blessed forever. Amen. (Romans 9:3-5).” 

c) Just as the Lord has a particular, special love for His children, He expects us to 
love our family first and especially (Leviticus 19:18; Ephesians 5:28-29; 1 
Timothy 5:8; Galatians 6:10). 

  
Biblical Evidence for the God of Holiness 
• The Lord is holy and righteous (Leviticus 10:1-11; 11:44; 19:2; 20:7, 26; Deuteronomy 

32:3-4; Joshua 24:14-28[esp. 19]; Isaiah 6:1-7; Psalm 51:4; Hebrews 12:18-29[esp. 18-
21, 28-29]). 

• He also expects us to be holy (Matthew 5:48; 19:16-26; Acts 5:1-11; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 
Hebrews 12:1-17[esp. 10, 12]; 1 Peter 1:13-21[esp. 14-17]; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 11:27-
32; Galatians 5:16-24; Ephesians 4:17-5:13; Colossians 3:1-11; Revelation 21:8, 27; 
22:14-15). 

 
Biblical Evidence for the God of Wrath (mostly taken from the New Testament) 
• The Lord has indignation every day and the saints praise Him for it, “God is a righteous 

judge, And a God who has indignation every day.  If a man does not repent, He will 
sharpen His sword; He has bent His bow and made it ready.  He has also prepared for 
Himself deadly weapons; He makes His arrows fiery shafts.  Behold, he travails with 
wickedness, And he conceives mischief, and brings forth falsehood.  He has dug a pit and 
hollowed it out, And has fallen into the hole which he made.  His mischief will return 
upon his own head, And his violence will descend upon his own pate.  I will give thanks 
to the LORD according to His righteousness, And will sing praise to the name of the 
LORD Most High (Psalm 7:11-17).” 

• John the Baptist preached on the wrath of God, “He therefore began saying to the 
multitudes who were going out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers, who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come?  Therefore bring forth fruits in keeping with 
repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father,’ for 
I say to you that God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  And also 
the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire (Luke 3:7-9 // Matthew 3:7-10).” 
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• Jesus prophesied of great distress and wrath, “Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains, and let those who are in the midst of the city depart, and let not those who are 
in the country enter the city; because these are days of vengeance, in order that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled.  Woe to those who are with child and to those who 
nurse babes in those days; for there will be great distress upon the land, and wrath to this 
people, and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the 
nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled (Luke 21:21-24).” 

• Those who do not believe in the Son will experience wrath, “He who believes in the Son 
has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abides on him (John 3:36).” 

• God’s wrath comes on all mankind because of their sin, “For the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth 
in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident within them; for 
God made it evident to them.  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, 
His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through 
what has been made, so that they are without excuse.” (Romans 1:18-20).”  “And you 
were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is 
now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the 
lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, even as the rest (Ephesians 2:3).”  “But do not let immorality or any 
impurity or greed even be named among you, as is proper among saints; and there must 
be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of 
thanks.  For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous 
man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  Let no one 
deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon 
the sons of disobedience.  Therefore do not be partakers with them; (Ephesians 5:3-7).”  
“Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.  For it is on account of these 
things that the wrath of God will come, and in them you also once walked, when you 
were living in them (Colossians 3:5-7).” 

• The unrepentant are storing up wrath for the day of wrath (judgment), “But because of 
your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day 
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man 
according to his deeds: to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and 
honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.  There will be tribulation 
and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 
but glory and honor and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek (Romans 2:5-10).” 

• The God who inflicts wrath is righteous, “But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the 
righteousness of God, what shall we say? The God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, 
is He? (I am speaking in human terms.)  May it never be! For otherwise how will God 
judge the world? (Romans 3:5-6).” 
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• The Law’s purpose is to bring about wrath, “for the Law brings about wrath…(Romans 
4:15).” 

• The way to escape God’s wrath is to receive Christ, “Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him (Romans 
5:9).”  “and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is 
Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come (1 Thessalonians 1:10).”  “For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, (1 
Thessalonians 5:9).” 

• God endures with much patience before He demonstrates His wrath on the vessels of 
wrath prepared for destruction, “What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath 
and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction (Romans 9:22[see 9:1-33])?” 

• A day of wrath and vengeance is coming, “Never take your own revenge, beloved, but 
leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says 
the Lord (Romans 12:19).” 

• Those who fall receive the severity of God (Romans 11:22). 
• The Jews who persecute Christians receive God’s wrath, “…hindering us from speaking 

to the Gentiles that they might be saved; with the result that they always fill up the 
measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost (1 Thessalonians 
2:13-16).” 

• An evil, unbelieving heart deserves God’s wrath, “Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, 
"Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, As 
in the day of trial in the wilderness, Where your fathers tried Me by testing Me, And saw 
My works for forty years.  Therefore I was angry with this generation, And said, ‘They 
always go astray in their heart; And they did not know My ways’; As I swore in My 
wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’”  Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any 
one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.  But encourage 
one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of you be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold 
fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end; while it is said, "Today if you hear 
His voice, Do not harden your hearts, as when they provoked Me."  For who provoked 
Him when they had heard?  Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by 
Moses?  And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who 
sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?  And to whom did He swear that they should 
not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient?  And so we see that they were not 
able to enter because of unbelief (Hebrews 3:7-19).” 

• The God of Christians is a consuming fire, “for our God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 
12:29 [see 12:25-29]).” 

• The Lamb of God, Jesus, will demonstrate His wrath and carry out God’s wrath when the 
inhabitants of the earth are judged with calamities (Revelation 6:16-17; 11:18; 14:10, 19; 
15:1, 7; 16:1, 19; 19:15). 

• When Jesus returns, He will inflict the wrath of God Almighty on our enemies, “For after 
all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief 
to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not 
know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. And these will pay 
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the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory 
of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be 
marveled at among all who have believed--for our testimony to you was believed. (2 
Thessalonians 1:3-10 [esp. 6-10]).”  “…And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so 
that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He 
treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty… (Revelation 19:15 [see 
19:11-21]).” 

• In fact, the new covenant is more wrathful and condemning than the old covenant 
(Hebrews 2:1-4; 6:4-8; 10:26-31; 12:18-29).  For example, “For if we go on sinning 
willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice 
for sins, but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will 
consume the adversaries.  Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without 
mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  How much severer punishment do you 
think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as 
unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit 
of grace?  For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.’ And again, 
‘The Lord will judge His people.’  It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God (Hebrews 10:26-31).” 

 
Biblical Evidence for the God of Hate (towards people) 
• The Lord abhorred the Canaanites, “Moreover, you shall not follow the customs of the 

nation which I shall drive out before you, for they did all these things, and therefore I 
have abhorred them (Leviticus 20:23).” 

• The God of Israel also threatened to abhor unrepentant Israel, “And if by these things you 
are not turned to Me, but act with hostility against Me, then I will act with hostility 
against you; and I, even I, will strike you seven times for your sins.  I will also bring upon 
you a sword which will execute vengeance for the covenant; and when you gather 
together into your cities, I will send pestilence among you, so that you shall be delivered 
into enemy hands.  When I break your staff of bread, ten women will bake your bread in 
one oven, and they will bring back your bread in rationed amounts, so that you will eat 
and not be satisfied.  Yet if in spite of this, you do not obey Me, but act with hostility 
against Me, then I will act with wrathful hostility against you; and I, even I, will punish 
you seven times for your sins.  Further, you shall eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh 
of your daughters you shall eat.  I then will destroy your high places, and cut down your 
incense altars, and heap your remains on the remains of your idols; for My soul shall 
abhor you.  I will lay waste your cities as well, and will make your sanctuaries desolate; 
and I will not smell your soothing aromas.  And I will make the land desolate so that your 
enemies who settle in it shall be appalled over it (Leviticus 26:23-32).” 

• The Lord detests anyone who practices the occult, “When you enter the land which the 
LORD your God gives you, you shall not learn to imitate the detestable things of those 
nations.  There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter 
pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who 
interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or 
one who calls up the dead.  For whoever does these things is detestable to the LORD; and 
because of these detestable things the LORD your God will drive them out before you.  
You shall be blameless before the LORD your God (Deuteronomy 18:9-13).” 
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• Cross-dressers are an abomination to God, “A woman shall not wear man’s clothing, nor 
shall a man put on a woman’s clothing; for whoever does these things is an abomination 
to the LORD your God (Deuteronomy 22:5).” 

• Whoever acts unjustly in weights and measures is an abomination to the LORD, “You 
shall not have in your bag differing weights, a large and a small.  You shall not have in 
your house differing measures, a large and a small.  You shall have a full and just weight; 
you shall have a full and just measure, that your days may be prolonged in the land which 
the LORD your God gives you.  For everyone who does these things, everyone who acts 
unjustly is an abomination to the LORD your God (Deuteronomy 25:13-16).” 

• God hates and abhors all who do iniquity, “The boastful shall not stand before Thine 
eyes; Thou dost hate all who do iniquity.  Thou dost destroy those who speak falsehood; 
The LORD abhors the man of bloodshed and deceit (Psalm 5:5-6).” 

• The Lord hates those who love violence, “The LORD tests the righteous and the wicked, 
And the one who loves violence His soul hates.  Upon the wicked He will rain snares; 
Fire and brimstone and burning wind will be the portion of their cup (Psalm 11:5-6).” 

• The Lord greatly abhorred Israel for their idolatry, “For they provoked Him with their 
high places, And aroused His jealousy with their graven images.  When God heard, He 
was filled with wrath, And greatly abhorred Israel; (Psalm 78:58-59).” 

• God loathed the rebellious wilderness generation under Moses, “For forty years I loathed 
that generation, And said they are a people who err in their heart, And they do not know 
My ways.  Therefore I swore in My anger, ‘Truly they shall not enter into My rest.’ 
(Psalm 95:10-11).” 

• In the period of the Judges, the people of Israel imitated the Canaanites and therefore 
were abhorred by God, “They did not destroy the peoples, As the LORD commanded 
them, But they mingled with the nations, And learned their practices, And served their 
idols, Which became a snare to them.  They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters 
to the demons, And shed innocent blood, The blood of their sons and their daughters, 
Whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; And the land was polluted with the blood.  
Thus they became unclean in their practices, And played the harlot in their deeds.  
Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against His people, And He abhorred His 
inheritance (Psalm 106:34-40).” 

• Notice the kinds of people whom God abominates in Proverbs, “For the crooked man is 
an abomination to the LORD; But He is intimate with the upright (Proverbs 3:32).”  
“There are six things which the LORD hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to 
Him: Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that 
devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil, A false witness who utters lies, And 
one who spreads strife among brothers (Proverbs 6:16-19).”  “The perverse in heart are 
an abomination to the LORD, But the blameless in their walk are His delight (Proverbs 
11:20).”  “Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; Assuredly, he 
will not be unpunished (Proverbs 16:5).”  “He who justifies the wicked, and he who 
condemns the righteous, both of them alike are an abomination to the LORD (Proverbs 
17:15).” 

• Whoever chooses idols is an abomination to God, “Behold, you are of no account, And 
your work amounts to nothing; He who chooses you is an abomination (Isaiah 41:24).” 
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• Because of Judah’s persistent sins, God came to hate her (the people of the nation), “My 
inheritance has become to Me Like a lion in the forest; She has roared against Me; 
Therefore I have come to hate her (Jeremiah 12:8).” 

• Because of Israel’s persistent sins, God came to hate her too (the people of the nation), 
“They have gone deep in depravity As in the days of Gibeah; He will remember their 
iniquity, He will punish their sins.  I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your 
forefathers as the earliest fruit on the fig tree in its first season. But they came to Baal-
peor and devoted themselves to shame, And they became as detestable as that which they 
loved.  As for Ephraim, their glory will fly away like a bird-- No birth, no pregnancy, and 
no conception!  Though they bring up their children, Yet I will bereave them until not a 
man is left. Yes, woe to them indeed when I depart from them!  Ephraim, as I have seen, 
Is planted in a pleasant meadow like Tyre; But Ephraim will bring out his children for 
slaughter.  Give them, O LORD-- what wilt Thou give? Give them a miscarrying womb 
and dry breasts.  All their evil is at Gilgal; Indeed, I came to hate them there! Because of 
the wickedness of their deeds I will drive them out of My house! I will love them no 
more; All their princes are rebels.  Ephraim is stricken, their root is dried up, they will 
bear no fruit. Even though they bear children, I will slay the precious ones of their womb.  
My God will cast them away because they have not listened to Him; And they will be 
wanderers among the nations (Hosea 9:9-17).”   “The Lord God has sworn by Himself, 
the LORD God of hosts has declared: ‘I loathe the arrogance of Jacob, and I detest his 
citadels; Therefore, I will deliver up the city and all it contains.  And it will be, if ten men 
are left in one house, they will die.’ (Amos 6:8-9).” 

• The Apostle Paul taught that God hated Esau, “Just as it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but 
Esau I hated.’ (Romans 9:13; Malachi 1:2-5 [esp. 1:3]).” 

• Jesus called the antichrist an abomination, “Therefore when you see the abomination of 
desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place 
(let the reader understand), (Matthew 24:15; Daniel 9:24-27).” 

• Anybody who professes to know God but does not produce corresponding deeds is 
detestable to God, “They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being 
detestable and disobedient, and worthless for any good deed. (Titus 1:16).” 

 
Biblical Evidence for the God of Judgment (New Testament examples) 
• Zecharias, the father of John the Baptist, was immediately struck with dumbness when he 

did not believe Gabriel the angel that Elizabeth his wife would become pregnant (Luke 
1:18-23). 

• Jesus said that unless people repent they could experience physical calamities (Luke 
13:1-5). 

• Jesus taught that we should fear God rather than man because God is able to destroy both 
body and soul in hell, “And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the 
soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell (Matthew 
10:28).” 

• Because of the Jews’ rejection of Jesus, Jerusalem was to be destroyed (Matthew 23; 
Luke 21:20-24). 

• Jesus threatened a worse illness to the man healed of his sickness of 38 years if the man 
continued in sin (John 5:1-15). 

• Ananias and Sapphira died instantaneously for lying (Acts 5:1-11). 
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• Herod died immediately when he did not give God glory when the crowd said to him, 
“The voice of a god and not of a man (Acts 12:20-23)!”  

• Elymas the magician was immediately struck with blindness when he opposed Paul 
(Saul) (Acts 13:4-12). 

• The man who had his father’s wife was delivered over to Satan for the destruction of his 
flesh so that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus (1 Corinthians 5). 

• Paul also delivered Hymenaeus and Alexander over to Satan because they blasphemed (1 
Timothy 1:20). 

• Some of the Corinthians fell sick, and others died, because they partook of the Lord’s 
Table in an unworthy manner (1 Corinthians 11:27-32). 

• James makes a connection between sin and sickness (James 5:13-15).  However, be 
careful here.  Not all sickness occurs directly because of a specific sin (2 Corinthians 
12:1-10; Galatians 4:13; 1 Timothy 5:19-25; 2 Timothy 4:20). 

• God will judge people on the earth because of their sin (Revelation 16:1-21). 
• A Day of Judgment will come after the resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked 

(Revelation 20:11-15; Daniel 12:2-3; John 5:25-29; Acts 17:22-31; 24:15). 
Why Do People Misunderstand the Attributes of God? 

• People misunderstand because they do not read and study the Old Testament carefully. 
• People do not carefully read and study the New Testament either. 
• Personal experiences and agendas becloud one’s ability to interpret the Scriptures 

accurately. 
• Some individuals do not want to face the fact of the coming Day of Judgment. 
• It is easier for many to believe and teach a God of love than a God of justice. 
• Lots of ministers peddle the word of God (2 Corinthians 2:17; 1 Timothy 6:3-19).  Love 

sells (for example, the Christian publishing and musical industries). 
• A liberal worldview, with its misconception of the person and work of Jesus, breeds a 

distorted reading of the word of God. 
• People have a shallow understanding of the holiness of God. 
• They also have a shallow understanding of the gravity of their sin. 
• Many fail to realize that Jesus Christ is actually the God of the Old Testament (Genesis 

18-19; Exodus 3:1-15; Isaiah 43:8-13; John 1:1-3, 14-18; 8:48-59).  Since Jesus is, He 
can not change His character because God does not change.  Hebrews 13:8 teaches that, 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, and forever.” (See also, Malachi 3:6) 

• Many as well fail to realize that God the Father is also the God of the Old Testament.  He 
does not change either (1 Corinthians 8:6; Hebrews 12:9; Isaiah 43:8-13; Malachi 3:6; 2 
Corinthians 2:3-4). 
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Total Depravity and Total Inability: the State of Man without Christ 
 
Introduction 
 Definition of Total Depravity and Total Inability:   

Man has inherited a depraved (corrupt) nature from Adam’s first transgression (the Fall; 
original sin) and manifests his depraved nature by his actual sins.  Therefore, man is 
completely unable to offer anything (his ancestry, will, faith, and works) to God for his 
salvation.  Although man is commanded to repent and believe in the Gospel and obey God, 
yet he is sinful, wholly incapable of doing so, and deserves the penalty of death. 

 
Common Misconceptions: 

1. Man is not born a sinner.  Original sin (with sin, guilt, corruption, and condemnation of 
death) is wrong and contrary to the Bible. 

2. Man does not sin. 
3. Man is somewhat a sinner. 
4. Man's will is weakened by Adam's first sin and man does a lot of sin, but is not completely 

depraved and unable to choose God for salvation.  Man just needs to follow the moral 
example of Christ to be saved (Pelagianism). 

5. Man is mostly sinful, yet can barely use his freewill/image of God to choose God for 
salvation (Semi-Pelagianism/Cassianism). 

6. Man is mostly sinful, yet can barely use his freewill/image of God in cooperation with the 
Holy Spirit to choose God for salvation (Arminianism/Articles 1 and 3 of Remonstrance).  
God has given every person the ability to exercise faith because of Jesus' death for every 
person (Arminianism/Article 2 of Remonstrance), which provides him God's prevenient 
grace (Arminianism/Article 4 of Remonstrance). 

7. Since man does moral good (raises a family, helps his neighbor, defends his country), he 
must be capable of doing so for salvation. 

8. Man must have the capacity to believe, repent, and obey since God commands him so. 
9. Man does not possess the image of God because of total depravity (Yet, see: Genesis 1:26-

28; 5:1-5; 9:1-7; James 3:9). 
 
Biblical Evidence for Total Depravity and Total Inability: the State of Man without Christ 

Although man is commanded to repent and believe in the Gospel and obey God, yet he is 
sinful, wholly incapable of doing so, and deserves the penalty of death. 

 
• Commanded to repent (Isaiah 55:1-3, 6-7; Joel 2:12-13; Matthew 3:2; 4:17; Mark 1:14-

15; Acts 17:30-31). 
• Commanded to believe (Mark 1:14-15; Acts 16:31). 
• Commanded to obey (Leviticus 18:5; Ezekiel 20:11; Luke 10:28; Romans 10:5; Galatians 

3:12). 
• Yet, from Adam's first transgression, man inherits a depraved nature (“the flesh” in the 

Apostle Paul’s letters), guilt, and death.  This is commonly known as original sin (Job 
4:17-19; 14:4; 15:14-16; 25:4-6; Psalm 51:5; 58:3; Ecclesiastes 7:29; Isaiah 48:8; 
Romans 5:12-21 [esp. 12-19]; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22). 

• Man is sinful (not mostly sinful) (Genesis 6:5; 8:21; 13:13; Deuteronomy 7:6-8; 9:4-6; 1 
Kings 8:46; Job 4:17-19; 9:2; 14:4; 15:14-16; 25:4-6; Psalm 130:3; 143:2; Proverbs 20:9; 
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Ecclesiastes 7:20; Isaiah 59:1-15; Jeremiah 5:1-5; John 3:19-21; Romans 1:18-32; 3:9-
20, 23; 7:18; 14:23; Hebrews 11:6; 1 John 2:8, 10). 

• As a result, man is wholly incapable of doing anything for his salvation, “As the proverb 
of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked comes forth wickedness’…(1 Samuel 24:13).”  
“The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, but the prayer of the upright 
is His delight (Proverbs 15:8).”  “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination, how 
much more when he brings it with evil intent! (Proverbs 21:27).  “Like a dog that returns 
to its vomit is a fool who repeats his folly (Proverbs 26:11).”  “Though you pound a fool 
in a mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, yet his folly will not depart from him 
(Proverbs 27:22).”  See also Proverbs 23:29-35[esp. 35].  “For all of us have become like 
one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us 
wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  And there is no one 
who calls on Thy name, who arouses himself to take hold of Thee; For Thou hast hidden 
Thy face from us, and hast delivered us into the power of our iniquities (Isaiah 64:6-7).”  
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots? Then you also can do good 
who are accustomed to doing evil (Jeremiah 13:23).”  “Enter by the narrow gate; for the 
gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter 
by it.  For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those 
who find it.  Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves.  You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not 
gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they?  Even so, every good tree 
bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, 
nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.  So then, you will know them by their fruits.  Not 
everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who 
does the will of My Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your 
name perform many miracles?’  And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’ (Matthew 7:13-23).   “Either make the 
tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known 
by its fruit.  You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the 
mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.  “The good man out of his good treasure 
brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth what is 
evil.  And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render 
account for it in the day of judgment.  For by your words you shall be justified, and by 
your words you shall be condemned (Matthew 12:33-37).”  “For there is no good tree 
which produces bad fruit; nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which produces good fruit.  
For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do 
they pick grapes from a briar bush.  The good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is 
evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart  (Luke 6:43-45).”  “For the Son 
of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 19:10).”  “But as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who 
believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God (John 1:12-13).”  “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, 
I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God’…Jesus 
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answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God’ (John 3:3, 5).”  “No one can come to Me, unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day…It is the Spirit 
who gives life; the flesh profits nothing…And He was saying, ‘For this reason I have said 
to you, that no one can come to Me, unless it has been granted him from the Father’ (John 
6:44, 63, 65).”  “Why do you not understand what I am saying?  It is because you cannot 
hear My word.  You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your 
father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he 
is a liar, and the father of lies…He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason 
you do not hear them, because you are not of God (John 8:43-44, 47).”  “What then?  Are 
we better than they?  Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks 
are all under sin; as it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; There is none 
who understands, There is none who seeks for God; All have turned aside, together they 
have become useless; There is none who does good, There is not even one (Romans 3:9-
12).”  “Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for 
obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or 
of obedience resulting in righteousness?  But thanks be to God that though you were 
slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you 
were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
(Romans 6:16-18).”  “For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.  For 
the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because 
the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of 
God, for it is not even able to do so; and those who are in the flesh cannot please God 
(Romans 8:5-8).”  “…whatever is not from faith is sin (Romans 14:23).”  “Yet we do 
speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of 
the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, 
the hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages to our glory; the wisdom 
which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory; but just as it is written, ‘Things which eye has 
not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God 
has prepared for those who love Him.’  For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  For who among men knows the 
thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him? Even so the thoughts of 
God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us 
by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those 
taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.  But a natural man 
does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he 
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  But he who is spiritual 
appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man.   For who has known the mind 
of the Lord, that he should instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 
2:6-16[esp. 2:14]).”  “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you 
formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among 
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them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were 
dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in 
Christ Jesus, in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one 
should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them (Ephesians 2:1-10[esp. 1-5, 
8-9]).”  “So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as 
the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, 
excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to 
sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness (Ephesians 4:17-
19).”  “Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for 
every good deed, to malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, showing every 
consideration for all men.  For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, 
deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, 
hateful, hating one another.  But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for 
mankind appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing 
by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life (Titus 3:1-7).”  “…It has happened to them according to the true proverb, ‘A dog 
returns to its own vomit,’ and, ‘A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire’ 
(2 Peter 2:1-22 [esp. 22]).”  “If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to 
the Scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing well.  But if you 
show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.  
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of 
all.  For He who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not commit murder.’ Now 
if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of 
the law (James 2:8-11 [esp. 10]).”  “You are from God, little children, and have 
overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.  They 
are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them.  
We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not 
listen to us.  By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error (1 John 4:4-6).” 

• Man’s sin makes him guilty of transgression (culpable) and worthy of death, but God is 
never to be blamed for the presence of sin in the world, for the sinful actions of man, or 
for temptation (Genesis 50:20; Deuteronomy 2:30-31; 10:16; 29:4; 30:6; 31:14-29; 
32:3-4; Joshua 11:20; 24:14-28; Psalm 105:25; Isaiah 44:6-20[esp. 18-20]; Romans 
1:18-3:20[esp. 3:1-8]; 9:6-24; James 1:13-15; 2:10-11; 1 John 1:5-10). 

• Because of the above, man deserves death/eternal punishment, which will be meted out 
on the Day of Judgment (Genesis 2:15-17; Deuteronomy 32:34-36, 41-43; Psalm 1:4-6; 
9:7-8; 96:13; 98:9; 135:14; Ecclesiastes 3:17; 11:9; 12:13-14 with Luke 12:2-3; Isaiah 
11:3-4; Ezekiel 18:1-32; 33:10-20; Matthew 3:7-12; 7:21-23; 10:15; 11:22, 24; 12:33-37; 
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13:36-43; 19:28 // Luke 22:30; Matthew 23:33; 25:31-46; John 3:16-21, 36; 5:24; 5:25-
29; Acts 10:42; 17:16-34[esp. 30-31]); 24:25; Romans 1:18-32[esp. 1, 32]; 2:1-16; 3:1-
8[esp. 6-8], 19-20; 5:9, 12-21; 6:16, 21, 23; 7:24; 9:19-24; 12:19-21; 14:10-12; 1 
Corinthians 3:10-15; 4:5; 6:2, 9-11; 2 Corinthians 5:9-11; Galatians 5:19-23; Ephesians 
2:1-10[esp. 1-5]; 5:3-5; Colossians 3:25; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-10; Hebrews 6:2, 8; 10:26-
31; James 5:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 4:5, 17-18; Revelation 20:11-15; 21:8, 27; 22:12, 14-15). 

• Since for his own salvation man is incapable of repentance, faith, and obedience, God 
predetermines which sinners will graciously receive these gifts.  The reception of these 
gifts does not depend on anything good that God foresees in man (Deuteronomy 2:16-25, 
30-31; 29:4; Joshua 11:20; Isaiah 6:9-13 with John 12:37-43; Isaiah 44:18; Ezekiel 
11:14-21[esp. 18-21]; 36:26-27; Jeremiah 10:23; 42:7-17[esp. 12]; Psalm 23:3; 80:3, 7, 
18-19; 105:25; Proverbs 16:4; 20:24; Jeremiah 31:18-19; Lam 5:21; Matthew 11:25-30; 
13:1-23; John 6:37, 39, 44-45, 65; 15:16; 17:2, 6, 9, 20, 24; Acts 5:31; 11:18; 13:48; 
16:14; Romans 2:4; 8:28-30; 9:6-33; 12:3-5 with 2 Thessalonians 3:2; Ephesians 1:3-14; 
Philippians 1:6; 29; 2:12-13; 2 Timothy 1:9; 2:24-26; 1 Peter 1:1-5; 2 Peter 1:1-3). 
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Unconditional Election 
 
Introduction 
 Definition of Unconditional Election:   
 Since man is completely unable (see the previous study on man’s lost condition) to offer 

anything (his ancestry, will, faith, repentance, and works) to God for his salvation, God 
alone predetermines which sinners will graciously receive salvation.  Therefore, election 
does not depend on anything good that God foresees in man. 

 
Common Misconceptions: 

1. Election (choice/predestination) is not found in the Bible. 
2. Election is based on what God foresees that man will do for his salvation (Arminianism). 
3. Election has to do only with God choosing the nation Israel. 
4. Election has to do only with God choosing Christ to be the Savior. 
5. God does not know the future (freewill theism/open theism). 
6. God relinquished His right to choose in order to preserve man’s freewill. 
7. If man does not have the ability to exert freewill for salvation, man is a puppet, machine, 

or robot. 
8. Election means that man does not make any choices. 
9. Love exists only when man has the ability to exercise freewill in relationships, even in a 

relationship with God.  In other words, love never acts against another person's will. 
10. God hates in the Old Testament but always loves everybody in the New Testament. 
11. Election negates the need for evangelism. 
12. Since salvation is based on man's free choice, we should use whatever evangelistic 

methods to produce results. 
13. The Bible does not give us a method to save the lost so we can use whatever works. 
14. The methods of evangelism that we use do not contradict the Bible. 
15. Christians, and even Baptists, have always used current methods of evangelism. 

 
Biblical Evidence for Unconditional Election/Predestination 

1. The Lord is a sovereign potter (Isaiah 29:15-16; 45:9-10; 64:8; Jeremiah 18:1-6; Romans 
9:6-24[esp. 19-24]) who does as He pleases (Job 1-2; 42:2, 11; Psalm 115:3; 135:6; 
Isaiah 14:24-27; 43:13; Daniel 4:35; Jonah 1:14).  

2. He knows and controls everything that happens (Genesis 8:22; 2 Chronicles 16:7; Job 
12:13-25; 22:13-14; 23:13-14; 24:15, 22-25; 31:4; Psalm 10:11; 59:7; 64:5; 73:11; 94:7; 
104:1-35 [esp. 10-23]; 119:90-91; 135:5-7; 139:1-18; 144:12-15; 145:8-16; Proverbs 
15:3; Isaiah 29:15; 47:10; Ezekiel 8:12; 9:9; Matthew 6:25-34[esp. 26-30]; 10:24-
33[esp. 29-31]; Ephesians 1:3-14[esp. 10-11]; Romans 8:28-39; Hebrews 4:13). 

3. He also controls all human actions (Genesis 14:20; 35:5; 43:14; Exodus 9:13-17; 10:1-2; 
11:9; 15:16; Deuteronomy 2:16-25, 30-31; 11:25; 29:4; Joshua 11:20; Judges 7:22; 1 
Samuel 24:3, 10, 18; 25:32-35; 26:8, 12, 23; 2 Samuel 5:24; 17:14; 1 Kings 12:15, 24; 
13:34; 2 Kings 7:6; 9:1-10, 25-26, 30-37[with 1 Kings 21:17-24]; 21:10-15[with 24:1-5]; 
1 Chronicles 5:18-22[esp. 22], 25-26; 6:15; 2 Chronicles 10:1-11:4[esp. 10:15 and 
11:2-4]; 14:6-7, 9-15; 15:1-7[esp. 5-6]; 15:8-15[esp. 15]; 17:10; 18:1-34[esp. 22 and 
31]; 20:1-30[esp. 22-23, 27-30]; 21:1-20[esp. 14-18]; 22:1-9[esp. 7]; 24:23-24; 25:5-
24[esp. 16, 20]; 26:6-8; 28:5-7, 9, 16-21[esp. 19]; 30:1-27[esp. 11-12]; 33:10-13[esp. 
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11]; 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-4, 5; 6:22; 7:6, 27; 8:18, 31; Nehemiah 2:8, 12, 18, 20; 4:15; Job 
12:13-25; Psalm 105:24-25; Proverbs 16:1, 9-10, 33; 20:24; 21:1; Isaiah 6:9-13 with John 
12:37-43; Isaiah 8:13-15; 14:24-27; 19:2, 14; 26:9-13; 44:9-20 [esp. 18]; 63:17; Jeremiah 
10:23; 42:7-17[esp. 12]; Ezekiel 14:6-11[esp. 9]; 29:20; 30:10-12, 24; Amos 3:6; 9:4; 
Zechariah 8:10-15; 11:15-17; Haggai 1:1-15[esp. 14]); Luke 24:13-49[esp. 16, 31, 45] 
with Numbers 22:31 and 2 Kings 6:15-17; Acts 2:22-23; Romans 8:28-30; 9:19-24 with 
3:1-8; Ephesians 1:3-14[esp. 11]; Philippians 2:12-13; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; Hebrews 
6:3; 13:20-21; Revelation 17:17. 

4. God predestines and regenerates the elect, and He predestines the reprobate to destruction 
(Deuteronomy 29:4; 30:6; Job 21:30 [the reprobate]; Proverbs 16:4 [the reprobate]; 
1 Peter 2:8 and Jude 4 [the reprobate]; Psalm 19:7; 23:3; 80:3; Jeremiah 31:18-19; 
Ezekiel 11:14-21[esp. 18-21]; 36:26-27; Lamentations 5:21; Matthew 11:20-30; 13:1-23 
[esp. 10-17]; John 1:12-13; 2:23-3:21 [esp. 3:3, 5, 11-12, 21]; 6:37, 39, 44-45, 63, 65; 
15:16; 17:2, 6, 9, 20, 24; Acts 16:14; Romans 8:26-39 [see Genesis 18:19 and Amos 3:2 
for foreknowledge = choice]; 9:1-33 [esp. 6-24]; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; 2:6-16; 2 
Timothy 1:9; 1 Peter 1:1-9 [esp. 1-3]; 1 John 5:1), and then gives them faith (Acts 3:16; 
13:48; 15:7; 16:13-14; 18:27; Romans 12:3-5 with 2 Thessalonians 3:2; 2 
Thessalonians 2:13; Ephesians 2:8-10; Philippians 1:6, 29; 1 Peter 1:1-5; 2 Peter 1:1-3) 
and repentance (2 Chronicles 30:1-12; Psalm 19:7; 23:3; 80:3; Isaiah 63:17; Jeremiah 
31:18-19; Lamentations 5:21; Romans 2:4; Acts 5:31; 11:18; 16:14; 2 Timothy 2:24-
26).  
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Limited Atonement/Definite Atonement/Effective Atonement 
Particular Atonement/Particular Redemption 

 
Introduction 

Definition of Limited Atonement: 
Jesus Christ redeemed His chosen ones only, by paying the penalty for their sins on the cross 
and by rising from the dead.  Jesus’ death on the cross was intended and definitely 
accomplished salvation for the elect only. 

 
Common Misconceptions: 

1. Jesus did not have to die on the cross as a substitute to pay for anyone's sins (Pelagianism). 
2. The death of Jesus was only a moral example to show what God thinks of sin and how man 

should reject sin (Pelagianism, Finneyism). 
3. Jesus died for all people, the devil, and all evil spirits (fallen angels).  Therefore, they all 

will be saved whether or not they have faith in Jesus (Universalism). 
4. Jesus died for all people but only people who have freewill faith in Jesus will be saved 

(Arminianism). 
5. Jesus died for all people but only the elect (chosen ones) through faith, as a gift of God, in 

Jesus will be saved (Amyraldism/Amyraldianism). 
6. Whenever the Bible uses universal terms, it must mean all people (Pelagianism, Finneyism, 

Universalism, Arminianism, Amyraldism/Amyraldianism).  Examples include, all, all men, 
all mankind, mankind, all flesh, all nations, all peoples, all the families of the earth, the 
world, the whole world, and every. 

7. Limited atonement is completely foreign to the Bible. 
8. Limited atonement is contrary to the plain reading of the text. 
9. John 3:16 is against limited atonement. 
10.  1 John 2:2 is against limited atonement. 
11.  1 Timothy 2:4 and 2:6 are against limited atonement. 
12.  2 Peter 3:9 is against limited atonement. 
13. Proponents of limited atonement have wrong assumptions, and other views of the 

atonement do not have any assumptions or any wrong assumptions. 
14.  The term, “limited,” is undesirable because it limits God’s love. 
15.  The term, “limited,” refers to limitations on God’s power. 
16.  Other views of the atonement do not limit God’s love. 
17.  Other views of the atonement do not limit God’s power. 
18.  John Calvin (A.D. 1509-1564) invented limited atonement. 
19.  John Calvin did not invent limited atonement, yet his successors did. 
20.  John Calvin did not believe in limited atonement, yet his successors did. 
21.  The Bible's teaching on Jesus' death can be summarized by, "sufficient for all, efficient for 

the elect." 
22.  For the Gospel call to be genuine, we have to be able to say to people that, "Jesus died for 

you." 
23.  Election and limited atonement mean that Christians do not need to evangelize (To prove 

that Christians should evangelize, see Matthew 28:16-20; Romans 9:1-5; 10:9-17; 2 
Timothy 2:10; 1 Peter 1:22-25; 2:10; James 1:18). 

24.  Since people always mean all by the use of the word, “all,” the Bible must too. 
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Common Views on the Atonement: 
One Two Three Four Five 

Limited 
Atonement/ 

Definite 
Atonement/ 

Effective 
Atonement/ 
Particular 

Atonement/ 
Particular 

Redemption 

Hypothetical 
Atonement/ 

Amyraldism/ 
Amyraldianism/ 

Four-Point 
Calvinism 

General 
Atonement/ 
Unlimited 

Atonement/ 
Universal 

Atonement/ 
Arminianism 

Universalism Moral Influence/ 
Moral Government/ 

Moral Example/ 
Pelagianism/ 
Finneyism 

Christ died 
to pay the 
penalty for 
all the sins 
of only the 
elect who 
will be 
saved by 
God's 
effectual 
grace 
through 
faith. 

Christ died to 
pay the penalty 
for all the sins of 
all people, but 
only the elect 
will be saved by 
God's effectual 
grace through 
faith. 

Christ died to pay the 
penalty for all the 
sins of all people, but 
only the people who 
exercise faith 
through God's 
prevenient grace to 
all people will be 
saved. 

Christ died to 
pay the 
penalty for all 
the sins of all 
people, the 
devil, and all 
evil spirits 
who will be 
saved 
regardless of 
faith. 

Christ died as a 
virtuous example, not 
as a substitute to pay 
the penalty for 
anyone’s sins.  

 
 
Biblical Evidence for Limited Atonement 

1. The elect (called “sheep, many, us all, His people, children, friends, sinners, church, world, 
elect”) are the only ones saved by the atonement (Isaiah 52:13-53:12 [esp. 53:1, 4-6, 11-
12]; Matthew 1:21; 20:28; Acts 20:28; Romans 5:6-11; 8:26-39[esp. 32-33]; John 10:14-
18, 26-27; 11:47-53[esp. 49-52]; 13:1; 15:13; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 2 Corinthians 5:14-
21; Ephesians 5:25-26). 

2. The elect will definitely be saved by the atonement (John 6:37, 39, 44-45 quoting Isaiah 
54:13 and Jeremiah 31:34 with John 12:20-33[esp. 32-33] and John 18:10; 21:6, 11; Acts 
16:19; 21:30; James 2:6; Isaiah 53:11-12 with Hebrews 2:9-18; 9:28; 2 Corinthians 5:14-
21). 

3. The Scriptures make a distinction between the elect and the reprobate in regards to the 
atonement (1 Samuel 3:14 and Isaiah 22:14; John 10:14-18, 26-27; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; 2 
Timothy 2:10). 

4. The Scriptures also use universal terms (all, all men, and so on) with reference to the elect 
only (Genesis 12:3; 22:18; Psalm 65:1-4; Isaiah 25:6-12 with Revelation 5:9; 7:9; 21:3-
4; Isaiah 66:23-24[in contrast see 66:16]; Joel 2:28-32 with Acts 2:14-21, 39; John 6:37, 
39, 44-45; 12:32-33; 17:2, 6, 9, 20-21, 24; Romans 5:18; 1 Corinthians 12:6-7; 15:22; 
Colossians 1:28; 3:11; 1 Timothy 2:6 with 2 Timothy 2:10; Titus 1:1; 2:11-14; Hebrews 
2:9-18; 5:9).  The Scriptures use universal terms in order to emphasize the fact that God 
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saves people from all parts of the world who are rich and poor, kings and commoners, 
freemen and slaves, old and young, male and female, and Jew and Greek. 

5. Moreover, the Scriptures use universal terms (all, the world, and so forth) with 
reference to the reprobate (wicked) only (John 7:7; 15:18-19; 17:14, 25; James 1:27; 
4:4; 1 John 2:15; 3:1, 13; 4:5; 5:19; Jude 14-16; Revelation 13:3, 8, 16-17).  

6. In other contexts, some passages have the words, “all,” or, “every,” in the original 
languages but English translations properly translate them, “all kinds,” or, “every kind,” 
(Genesis 6:19-20; Exodus 1:14; 1 Samuel 4:8; Nehemiah 5:18; 13:15-16; Ezekiel 27:18, 
22; 47:12; Song of Solomon 4:10; Daniel 1:4, 17; Matthew 4:23-25; 9:35; 10:1; Luke 
11:42; Acts 9:32[all those parts];10:12; 1 Timothy 6:10; Revelation 18:12; 19:18). 

7. Moreover, “all, every” can mean, “many,” “all of a group,” “all kinds,” or something 
similar (Genesis 47:20-26; 2 Samuel 11:1; 17:13-14; 1 Kings 1:20, 38-40; 4:31, 34; 10:23-
25[with 4:31]; 12:3, 12, 16, 18, 20, 21-24; 14:13, 18; 15:27; 16:16-17; 18:19, 21, 30, 39; 
20:15; 22:10, 12[with 22:6]; 22:17; 2 Kings 3:6; 9:14; 11:14, 18-20; 20:13; 21:17, 21; 22:2; 
24:14, 16; 25:1[with 25:10]; 1 Chronicles 19:17; 20:3; 21:5; 22:5, 9; 2 Chronicles 9:22-24, 
28; 10:3, 12, 16, 13:4, 15; 28:23; Esther 3:8, 12, 14; Daniel 4:11-12, 17, 20-21, 25; 5:21; 
9:6-12; 11:2 [all of them]); Jeremiah 13:19, 20:4 with 52:15-16; 24:9; 25:9, 15, 17, 26; 
27:3, 7; 29:18; 34:1, 17; 51:48; Matthew 4:23-25; Ezekiel 22:4-5; 31:6, 12-14; 32:4; 
Matthew 3:5; 10:22; Luke 2:10, 51; 3:15; 4:13; 9:6; Acts 2:5, 17, 47; 3:11, 18, 24; 9:26, 31, 
35, 39; 10:22, 37-39; 11:28; 17:21-22; 19:10, 17, 19, 27; 20:25-26, 36; 21:24, 27-28, 30; 
22:3, 12, 15; 24:5; 25:24; 26:4, 11; 28:22; Romans 1:5, 8; 15:13-14; 16:19, 26; 1 
Corinthians 7:7; 9:22-23; 10:1-4, 23, 33; Philippians 3:8; 4:5, 7, 13, 19, 22; Colossians 1:4, 
6, 23, 28; 3:11; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; 3:12; 5:14-15, 26-27; Revelation 18:3, 23; 19:17, 21; 
21:3-4). 

8. Proclaiming the Gospel (the Word of Christ [Romans 10:17]) to all people is required of all 
Christians and necessary for people to be saved (Deuteronomy 32:21, 43; 2 Samuel 22:50; 
Psalms 47; 67; 96-100; 105:1; 117; Isaiah 11:10; 45:22; 49:1, 6; 52:7-10; 65:1; Matthew 
3:2; 4:17, 19; 24:14; 28:16-20; Mark 1:14-15; Acts 4:23-31; 8:1-4; Romans 9:1-5; 10:1, 8-
17; 1 Corinthians 11:1; 2 Corinthians 5:10-11, 14, 20; Ephesians 5:26; Philippians 1:14; 
4:9; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2:2, 13; James 1:17-18; 1 Peter 1:22-25; 2:9-10; Revelation 14:6; 
22:17).  Proclamation is the means God has chosen for men to learn of God’s holiness, 
man’s sin, and the provision for the forgiveness of sin in the death and resurrection of 
Christ.  For example, we know that God will supply all our needs (Philippians 4:19) but we 
must also pray for our daily bread (Matthew 6:9-13) and work (2 Thessalonians 3:6-15). 

9. The truth is that people do not always mean all when they use the word “all, world,” or the 
like.  Note the following examples of English usage: World Series, World Cup, World 
Championship, World Boxing Association, World Federation of the Deaf, World Vision, 
World Relief, world record, World War I, World War II, Universal Health Care, Universal 
Health Services, Universal Studios, All American.  I once read this maxim, “Be kind and 
compassionate, and the whole world will be your friend.”  One sibling says to another, 
“Why do you bother me all the time?!”--- and many more. 

10. After the time of the Apostles, quotations from the church fathers clearly demonstrate that 
the teaching was understood to be in the Bible (see the attached pages). 

11. John Calvin interpreted key Biblical passages (such as 1 Timothy 2:1-7 and 1 John 2:2) 
the way proponents of limited atonement do (see the attached pages).  
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Irresistible Grace 

 
Introduction 

Definition of Irresistible Grace: 
All whom God has chosen for salvation will ultimately receive it by repentance and faith in 
Christ because of the irresistible and gracious regenerative work of the Holy Spirit and by 
means of the Word of God.    

 
Common Misconceptions: 

1. God does not choose/elect/predestine anyone for salvation (see previous studies). 
2. Salvation is based on man’s choice (see previous studies). 
3. Since the Bible teaches that man resists the Holy Spirit, irresistible grace must be wrong. 
4. The Bible makes no distinction between the general call/outward call and the effectual 

call/inward call.  Therefore, the Biblical word, “call,” has only one meaning. 
5. It would be unjust for God to choose people and then make them believe against their 

freewill. 
6. The Holy Spirit will only nudge or woo people.  He, or Jesus, knocks on the door of our 

heart, but nothing else. 
7. Every person has been given grace (known as prevenient grace) by the atonement of 

Christ with the result that man’s will is capable of choosing God. 
8. Man must have the capacity to believe, repent, and obey since God commands him to do 

so (see previous studies). 
 
Biblical Evidence for Irresistible Grace/Effectual Call 

1. Known as the general call/outward call, the Scriptures teach that when the Gospel is 
heard, many people ultimately resist it and the work of the Holy Spirit (Genesis 6:1-4; 2 
Samuel 23:1-7; Nehemiah 9:20, 30; Isaiah 63:10; 65:2 // Romans 10:21; Zechariah 1:4; 
7:12; Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 10:16; 14:15-24; Acts 7:51; 1 Thessalonians 4:8). 

2. Known as the effectual call/inward call, the Scriptures also teach that when the Gospel is 
heard, the gracious work of the Holy Spirit causes many people ultimately to receive it 
(Isaiah 55:10-11; Ezekiel 11:19-20; 36:26-27; John 1:12-13; 3:1-8; 6:34-40, 44-45 quoting 
Isaiah 54:13 and Jeremiah 31:34 with John 12:20-33[esp. 32-33] and John 18:10; 21:6, 
11; Acts 16:19; 21:30; James 2:6; John 6:34-40, 44-45, 63-66; Romans 1:6-7; 8:28-30; 
9:6-24; 10:8-17; 11:1-10[esp. 5-10]; 1 Corinthians 1:22-24; 4:7; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 8:9; 
Ephesians 1:3-14[esp. 6, 10-11]; 5:26; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 3:4-
7; James 1:17-18; 1 Peter 1:22-25; Jude 1).  “They said therefore to Him, ‘Lord, evermore 
give us this bread.’  Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall 
not hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.  But I said to you, that you have 
seen Me, and yet do not believe.  All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the 
one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.  For I have come down from heaven, 
not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  And this is the will of Him who 
sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  For 
this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may 
have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day (John 6:34-40).”  “No one 
can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the 
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last day.  It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught of God.'  Everyone who 
has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me (John 6:44-45).”  “It is the Spirit who 
gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are 
life.  But there are some of you who do not believe.’  For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him.  And He was 
saying, ‘For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me, unless it has been 
granted him from the Father.’  As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew, and 
were not walking with Him anymore (John 6:63-66).”  “‘And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men to Myself.’  But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death 
by which He was to die (John 12:32-33).”  “And we know that God causes all things to 
work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 
purpose.  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image 
of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He 
predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom 
He justified, these He also glorified (Romans 8:28-30).”  “In the same way then, there has 
also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God's gracious choice.  But if it 
is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.  What 
then?  That which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen 
obtained it, and the rest were hardened; just as it is written, ‘God gave them a spirit of 
stupor, eyes to see not and ears to hear not, down to this very day.’  And David says, ‘Let 
their table become a snare and a trap, and a stumbling block and a retribution to them.  Let 
their eyes be darkened to see not, and bend their backs forever (Romans 11:5-10).”  “But 
it is not as though the word of God has failed.  For they are not all Israel who are 
descended from Israel; neither are they all children because they are Abraham's 
descendants, but: ‘through Isaac your descendants will be named.’  That is, it is not the 
children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded 
as descendants.  For this is a word of promise: ‘At this time I will come, and Sarah shall 
have a son.’  And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins 
by one man, our father Isaac; for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done 
anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not 
because of works, but because of Him who calls, it was said to her, ‘The older will serve 
the younger.’  Just as it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’  What shall we say 
then?  There is no injustice with God, is there?  May it never be!  For He says to Moses, ‘I 
will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion.’  So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but 
on God who has mercy.  For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose I raised 
you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed 
throughout the whole earth.’  So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens 
whom He desires.  You will say to me then, ‘Why does He still find fault?  For who resists 
His will?’  On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God?  The thing 
molded will not say to the molder, ‘Why did you make me like this,’ will it?  Or does not 
the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable 
use, and another for common use?  What if God, although willing to demonstrate His 
wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath 
prepared for destruction?  And He did so in order that He might make known the riches of 
His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, even us, whom 
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He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles (Romans 9:6-
24).” 

  
Biblical Evidence for Unconditional Election/Predestination 

1. The Lord is a sovereign potter (Isaiah 29:15-16; 45:9-10; 64:8; Jeremiah 18:1-6; Romans 
9:6-24[esp. 19-24]) who does as He pleases (Job 1-2; 42:2, 11; Psalm 115:3; 135:6; 
Isaiah 14:24-27; 43:13; Daniel 4:35; Jonah 1:14).  

2. He knows and controls everything that happens (Genesis 8:22; 2 Chronicles 16:7; Job 
12:13-25; 22:13-14; 23:13-14; 24:15, 22-25; 31:4; Psalm 10:11; 59:7; 64:5; 73:11; 94:7; 
104:1-35 [esp. 10-23]; 119:90-91; 135:5-7; 139:1-18; 144:12-15; 145:8-16; Proverbs 
15:3; Isaiah 29:15; 47:10; Ezekiel 8:12; 9:9; Matthew 6:25-34[esp. 26-30]; 10:24-
33[esp. 29-31]; Ephesians 1:3-14[esp. 10-11]; Romans 8:28-39; Hebrews 4:13). 

3. He also controls all human actions (Genesis 14:20; 35:5; 43:14; Exodus 9:13-17; 10:1-2; 
11:9; 15:16; Deuteronomy 2:16-25, 30-31; 11:25; 29:4; Joshua 11:20; Judges 7:22; 1 
Samuel 24:3, 10, 18; 25:32-35; 26:8, 12, 23; 2 Samuel 5:24; 17:14; 1 Kings 12:15, 24; 
13:34; 2 Kings 7:6; 9:1-10, 25-26, 30-37[with 1 Kings 21:17-24]; 21:10-15[with 24:1-5]; 
1 Chronicles 5:18-22[esp. 22], 25-26; 6:15; 2 Chronicles 10:1-11:4[esp. 10:15 and 
11:2-4]; 14:6-7, 9-15; 15:1-7[esp. 5-6]; 15:8-15[esp. 15]; 17:10; 18:1-34[esp. 22 and 
31]; 20:1-30[esp. 22-23, 27-30]; 21:1-20[esp. 14-18]; 22:1-9[esp. 7]; 24:23-24; 25:5-
24[esp. 16, 20]; 26:6-8; 28:5-7, 9, 16-21[esp. 19]; 30:1-27[esp. 11-12]; 33:10-13[esp. 
11]; 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-4, 5; 6:22; 7:6, 27; 8:18, 31; Nehemiah 2:8, 12, 18, 20; 4:15; Job 
12:13-25; Psalm 105:24-25; Proverbs 16:1, 9-10, 33; 20:24; 21:1; Isaiah 6:9-13 with John 
12:37-43; Isaiah 8:13-15; 14:24-27; 19:2, 14; 26:9-13; 44:9-20 [esp. 18]; 63:17; Jeremiah 
10:23; 42:7-17[esp. 12]; Ezekiel 14:6-11[esp. 9]; 29:20; 30:10-12, 24; Amos 3:6; 9:4; 
Zechariah 8:10-15; 11:15-17; Haggai 1:1-15[esp. 14]); Luke 24:13-49[esp. 16, 31, 45] 
with Numbers 22:31 and 2 Kings 6:15-17; Acts 2:22-23; Romans 8:28-30; 9:19-24 with 
3:1-8; Ephesians 1:3-14[esp. 11]; Philippians 2:12-13; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; Hebrews 
6:3; 13:20-21; Revelation 17:17. 

4. God predestines and regenerates the elect, and He predestines the reprobate to destruction 
(Deuteronomy 29:4; 30:6; Job 21:30 [the reprobate]; Proverbs 16:4 [the reprobate]; 
1 Peter 2:8 and Jude 4 [the reprobate]; Psalm 19:7; 23:3; 80:3; Jeremiah 31:18-19; 
Ezekiel 11:14-21[esp. 18-21]; 36:26-27; Lamentations 5:21; Matthew 11:20-30; 13:1-23 
[esp. 10-17]; John 1:12-13; 2:23-3:21 [esp. 3:3, 5, 11-12, 21]; 6:37, 39, 44-45, 63, 65; 
15:16; 17:2, 6, 9, 20, 24; Acts 16:14; Romans 8:26-39 [see Genesis 18:19 and Amos 3:2 
for foreknowledge = choice]; 9:1-33 [esp. 6-24]; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; 2:6-16; 2 
Timothy 1:9; 1 Peter 1:1-9 [esp. 1-3]; 1 John 5:1), and then gives them faith (Acts 3:16; 
13:48; 15:7; 16:13-14; 18:27; Romans 12:3-5 with 2 Thessalonians 3:2; 2 
Thessalonians 2:13; Ephesians 2:8-10; Philippians 1:6, 29; 1 Peter 1:1-5; 2 Peter 1:1-3) 
and repentance (2 Chronicles 30:1-12; Psalm 19:7; 23:3; 80:3; Isaiah 63:17; Jeremiah 
31:18-19; Lamentations 5:21; Romans 2:4; Acts 5:31; 11:18; 16:14; 2 Timothy 2:24-
26).  
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Perseverance of the Saints 
 
Introduction 

Definition of Perseverance of the Saints: 
The Lord lovingly protects His chosen ones for salvation in the midst of afflictions that He 
brings on them for their sanctification and His glory.  Moreover, God increases their faith 
and sanctification as they walk by the Spirit and depend upon the Word of Christ and 
prayer. 

 
Common Misconceptions: 

1. Hebrews 6:3-8 teaches that Christians can lose salvation. 
2. To say, “once saved always saved,” describes the Biblical teaching. 
3. To call it, “eternal security,” describes the Biblical teaching. 
4. A Christian becomes sinless at conversion or can at some point later in this earthly life. 
5. People receive Jesus as Savior at conversion to be saved, but receive Jesus as Lord at 

some point later in life if they so choose.  In other words, people become believers to be 
saved, but they become disciples if they later receive Jesus as Lord.  Therefore, good 
works prove that one is a disciple, not a believer. 

6. Christians do not need to live for the Day of Judgment.  There is no judgment of rewards.  
The fear of God means, "respecting God," without any connotations of terror or 
trembling. 

7. Christians are not supposed to judge themselves, or others inside the church, or others 
outside the church. 

8. After receiving Christ, we should not talk about sin so much. 
9. Afflictions show that the Lord has departed from Christians and does not love them any 

longer. 
10. Assurance of salvation comes from praying the sinner’s prayer, writing one’s name in a 

tract, walking down the aisle, raising one’s hand, being baptized as an infant, being 
baptized as an adult, being raised in a Christian family, being raised in a minister’s 
family, or anything else like these. 

11. Whenever the Bible says, “believer, disciple, My people, Israel, church, brother, brethren, 
children,” it always means that those people are truly that.  In other words, the Bible does 
not give those names to false believers or pretenders.  

 
Biblical Evidence for Perseverance of the Saints 

1. The phrase, “perseverance of the saints,” comes from Revelation 13:10 and 14:12. 
2. Since salvation depends on God’s will, He will lovingly insure that it lasts forever, from 

conversion to eternity.  This is the hope of the saints (Isaiah 41:8-16; 43:1-7;  
Jeremiah 32:38-40; Luke 22:31-32; John 10:25-30; Romans 8:28-39; 9:6-24; 1 
Corinthians 1:8-9; Ephesians 1:13-14; Philippians 1:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 
Timothy 2:10-13; 4:14-18; Hebrews 13:20-21; 1 Peter 1:3-9; 5:8-10; Jude 24-25). 

3. Since believers receive a new nature/heart/spirit/man, they are enabled and required to 
wage war against the world, flesh, and devil by dependence on the Holy Spirit (Romans 
6:1-23; 8:1-17; Galatians 5:16-26; Ephesians 2:8-10; 4:17-24[esp. 22-24]; 5:15-21; 6:10-
20; Colossians 3:1-25[esp. 9-11]; James 2:14-26; 3:13-18; 4:1-4; 1 John 1:8-10; 2:1-6, 15-
17). 
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4. Not everyone called, “believer, disciple, My people, Israel, church, brother, brethren, 
children,” is a true believer (Matthew 7:13-29; Luke 6:46; John 2:23-3:21; 6:60-71; 8:30-
59; Acts 20:30; 1 Corinthians 5:11; 15:2; 2 Corinthians 6:1; 13:5; Galatians 2:2; 3:4; 4:11; 
James 2:14-26; Hebrews 3:12-14; 4:1, 11; 6:11; 2 Corinthians 6:1; 13:5; 2 Peter 1:1-11; 1 
John 2:19). 

5. The fear of the Lord and preparation for the Day of Judgment are characteristics of saints 
(Genesis 31:42, 53; Job 28:28; Proverbs 1:7; 9:10; Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; Matthew 10:28; 
Hebrews 10:26-31; 12:24-29; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10-11; 7:1, 15; 
Philippians 2:12-13; 1 Peter 1:13-21; Revelation 14:7). 

6. The believers’ love of God shows by lasting obedience to His commandments (Matthew 
13:1-23 // Luke 8:4-15; John 8:31; 14:15, 21-24; 15:7-11; Romans 8:13; 13:8-14; 1 
Corinthians 6:9-11; 7:19; Galatians 5:16-26; Ephesians 5:3-5; Philippians 2:12-13; 
Colossians 1:21-23; Hebrews 3:6, 12-14; 4:1, 11; 6:11; 12:14-17; James 2:1-26 [esp. 8-
11]; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 2:11-13; 4:7-8; 2 Peter 1:3-10; 1 John 2:3-6; 3:4-24; 
4:19-5:3). 

7. God causes afflictions in the life of believers (Psalm 119:67, 71, 75) to test them to see if 
they will love Him and to refine their character to conform them to Christ.  Afflictions 
include: 
• unpleasant circumstances (Exodus 20:20; Deuteronomy 8:1-20[esp. 2-3, 16]; 1 Peter 

2:18-20; 3:1-6) 
• natural evil (Job 1:16, 18-19; Acts 27:1-28:10) 
• moral evil against believers (Job 1:15, 17; Psalm 35:9-16; 1 Corinthians 6:1-11; James 

1:2-4 with 5:1-6) 
• sin in the life of the believer (2 Samuel 24:1 with 1 Chronicles 21:1; Psalm 51 [esp. 

51:4]; Romans 3:1-8) 
• sickness (Job 2:1-10; Galatians 4:12-20[esp. 13-15]; 2 Corinthians 12:1-10[esp. 7-10]; 

1 Timothy 5:23; 2 Timothy 4:20) 
• persecution for Christ (Matthew 5:10-12; 10:16-39[esp. 24-25]; Luke 6:26; John 7:7; 

15:18-19; Acts 9:16; 14:22; Philippians 1:29; Colossians 1:24-29; 2 Timothy 3:10-12; 
1 Peter 2:21-25; 4:12-16) 

• false teachers (Deuteronomy 13:3; Ezekiel 14:9; Zechariah 11:15-17; Matthew 13:36-
43; 24:23-25; Luke 17:1-2; John 6:66-71; 17:12; Acts 20:28-31; 1 Corinthians 11:19; 
Hebrews 5:11-14; Jude 4). 

8. Assurance of salvation comes from the internal witness of the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:1-5; 
8:15-17; Galatians 4:6) and from the external witness of the Holy Spirit (John 8:31-47; 
15:8; 1 Corinthians 12:3; Galatians 5:16-26; 1 John 2:3-6; 3:16-24; 4:1-6; 4:19-5:3). 

9. The Biblical means of sanctification are prayer and Scripture, both personally and 
corporately (Psalm 1:1-6; Luke 18:1-8; Acts 2:42-47; 6:4; 17:3-4, 10-11; 18:24-28; 
Ephesians 6:18-20; Philippians 4:6-7; Colossians 3:16; 4:2-3; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; 1 
Peter 1:22-2:3). 

10. God causes all things to work toward His glory (Psalm 115:1; Isaiah 66:1-2; Jeremiah 
9:23-24; John 9:3; 10:38; 11:4, 40; Romans 3:1-8; 5:1-5; 11:33-36; 1 Corinthians 3:18-23; 
10:31; 2 Corinthians 4:15; Philippians 2:5-11; 3:1-16; 2 Peter 3:14-18). 

 
  
 


